
M ajor progress has been achieved 
with the  Pioneer Corridor proj-
ect, the vision for a revitalized River 

Street neighborhood that builds on the his-
toric Pioneer Walkway stretching from the 
Boise River diagonally east into downtown. 

The recently completed Phase 1, from 
Myrtle Street to Grand Avenue, sets 
the standard for the remaining sec-

tions of the walkway currently under design. 
The goal is a strong pedestrian, bicycle and 
open-space connection that will catalyze a 
unique urban neighborhood of residential, 
office and retail development with amenities 
such as parks and public art.  The vision grew 
out of CCDC’s 2001 Pioneer Corridor De-
sign Competition, which resulted in the se-
lection of Portland landscape architects and 
planners Walker-Macy, with team members 
in Boise.  Phase 1 bisects the Pioneer Square 
Apartments complex, which embarked on 
its own major renovation in the fall of 2011.

Hand-laid sand-set pavers, above, and unique 
plantings and street furnishings, below, 
characterize the Pioneer Corridor design.   

Mayor David Bieter, District 19 
Representative Cherie Buckner-Webb 
and CCDC Chair John May formally 
opened the first phase of the Pioneer 
Corridor on May 20, 2011. Phase 1 
was redeveloped using a federal grant 
from the Idaho Transportation De-
partment to improve bicycle and pe-
destrian connectivity via the Pioneer 
Corridor. To learn more about the cor-
ridor project, or to provide comments 
and suggestions, please call project 
manager Scot Oliver at 384-4264.

CCDC purchased the historic Erma Hayman 
house, above, to preserve this architectural 
and cultural treasure. Long-term plans for 
the building are part of the design process.

Phase 2 will rebuild the walkway from 
Grand Avenue to River Street. CCDC 
has purchased properties on Ash 

Street to help preserve important cultural 
attributes and to create temporary public 
open space adjacent to the walkway on the 
south side. Mercy Housing has begun con-
struction of a 54-unit LEED-Platinum senior 
residential project adjacent to the walkway 
on the north. Phase 2 and Mercy Housing 
both will be completed by fall 2012. Mercy Housing’s project design as seen from the walkway.
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Building vitality in 
Boise’s downtown.

CCDC is Boise’s redevelopment agency, charged 
with planning, urban design and economic de-
velopment activities throughout downtown. For 
further information about CCDC or the Pioneer 
Corridor project, please call or visit the website. 

Pioneer Corridor potential development


