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Theme One:
Light Industry

Multiple laundries dotted the
landscape in the early years of the
street; light industry began to
dominate western Grove Street
around the time of the WWI. As
the automobile became
ubiquitous, numerous businesses
arose on Grove Street to cater to
the new mode of transportation.
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Theme Two:
Temporary Housing

The Linen Blocks were primarily
residential during the earliest years
for both blue-collar workers and
white-collar professionals. Lodgers
became the primary residents on
the street over time, and by 1949,
no single-family homes remained

on either side of the street
between 8t Street and 12th Street.

Theme Three:
Transportation Corridor

Grove Street acted as both a
transportation corridor and a
transition between Main and Front
Streets. The railroad also brought
goods into and out of downtown.
The streetcar also enacted
dramatic change on the makeup of
Grove, and the car changed the
economic base of the street.
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Theme Four:
Immigrants & Working
Class

Immigrants came from all over
Europe, and Chinese immigrants
contributed valuable services to
the local economy. The Basques
maintained a strong cultural
presence on the western side of
Grove.




Light Industry

Phota courtesy of the Idaho State Archive. i
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Grove Street was historically home to a
variety of light industry, such as:

* Tire Shops (top left, ca. 1920)
e Machine Shops

e Car Lots (top right, ca. 1900)
* Gas & Oil Stations

* Retail Shops

e Laundries (center right, ca. 1950)
- » Auto Repairs (bottom right, ca. 1970)
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Basque Party

The Basque Women's Sociale
will sponsor a dance tonignt in
the Delamar hotel, Highth and
Grove streets, and another on New
Year's night at the Royal hotel.

Photos courtesy of the Idaho State Archives

e Large, stately mansions like the DeLamar (top left, drawing
ca. 1890) were often transformed into boarding houses and

. hotels (top right, ca. 1950).
Temporary Housing

Boardinghouses served as community spaces for the
Basque Community until the early 1950s as well as for the
growing female workforce
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Photo courtesy of the Hugh Hartman Collection Photo courtesy of the Idaho State Archives Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress

* Grove Street historically served as both a transition between Front
and Main Streets and a transportation corridor through downtown
Boise.

A Tra NS po rtat|0 N * The Oregon Short Line Railroad had a depot (top right) near Grove
. Street that moved goods and people into and out of downtown.
Corridor

* The automobile (top left, top center) became ubiquitous and
dominated the economic base of Grove Street from the midcentury
onward.




Immigrants & the
Working Class

Immigrants came to Boise from many European and Asian countries
* Norway, Sweden, Denmark

* Germany/Prussia

* England, Ireland, Scotland

* Spain, Italy

*  “Asia Minor” (Turkey)

* China, Japan

The street became increasingly working class over time;

* In 1900: approximately 62% “working class”

* In 1949: approximately 99% “working class”
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Conclusion

* Public opinion of the area led to its large-
scale destruction in the 1960s and 1970s Photo courtesy of the CCDC Collection
(top, photo and headline ca. 1965)

* Local entrepreneurs have brought some
life back into the Linen Blocks (bottom,
David Hale revitalized the Linen Building
in the early 2000s)

* Today, the Capital City Development
Corporation is following in the street’s
long history of adaptive reuse and mixed
use to breathe new life into the Linen
District.
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